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	Brandstofprysdalings in die vooruitsig

	Petru Fourie (landbou-ekonoom: Insette en Produksie, Graan SA) 

	Volgens die jongste inligting van die Sentrale Energie Fonds kan die petrolprys op 6 Julie 2011 met 28 sent per liter daal terwyl die dieselprys met 6 sent per liter kan daal. Brandstofprysberamings is grootliks afhanklik van die rigting waarin die ruolieprys en die wisselkoers beweeg.
 

 

	Opname - Impak van Sclerotinia Fungus-besmetting

	Pietman Botha (senior landbounavorsingskundige, Graan SA)

	Die Oesskattingskomitee is besig met ‘n opname oor die impak van die sclerotinia fungus-besmetting onder sonneblomsaad en sojabone vir die huidige  produksieseisoen(2010/11) .  Dit sal waardeer word indien u die vraelys wat u in die pos vanaf die Oesskattingskomitee ontvang het, sal voltooi en dit so spoedig moontlik aan die Komitee sal terugstuur.  Dié opname word deur verskeie rolspelers in die bedryf gesteun en daarom onderneem die Komitee om, indien daar voldoende samewerking deur die produsente is, die resultate so gou as moontlik ook aan u deur te gee.  Ons doen dus ’n ernstige beroep op u om u inligting aan die Oesskattingskomitee te stuur, want sonder u samewerking sal hierdie opname nie sinvol wees nie.
Indien enige navrae skakel vir Marda Scheepers, Direktoraat: Landbou Statistieke, Departement van Landbou Bosbou en Visserye, Tel: (012) 319 8033, Faks: (012) 319 8031/5, E-mail: MardaS@daff.gov.za 

 
 

	Vordering met stroopproses vir somergewasse

	Pietman Botha (senior landbounavorsingskundige, Graan SA)

	
Die goeie reën wat vanaf April en veral in Junie maand voorgekom het, veroorsaak dat lande baie nat is en dat die stroopproses van grane en oliesade hierdeur vertraag word.  Verder is die lugvogpersentasie baie hoog wat veroorsaak dat die graan nie na wense afdroog nie.
Baie van die graan wat tans gestroop word, is nog aan die nat kant maar word gelukkig deur die agri-besighede ingeneem. Sommige produsente lewer nat graan wat gedroog word indien daar fasiliteite by die ontvangspunte beskikbaar is.
MPUMALANGA
Die meerderheid produsente het begin om mielies te stroop. Die opbrengste wissel dramaties, maar op die oomblik word graadprobleme nie voorsien nie.
Die stroop van sojabone is oor die algemeen afgehandel. Die sojaboonopbrengste het baie varieer en dit wil voorkom of meer as die normale hoeveelheid kleinpitjies gelewer is.
VRYSTAAT
Oos-Vrystaat
In die VKB-bedieningsgebied is die sonneblom- en sojaboonoes in die meerderheid van die gebiede klaar ingesamel. In die geval van mielies is produsente besig om te  stroop en opbrengste is baie wisselvallig.  Oor die algemeen wil dit voorkom of die opbrengste laer as in die vorige seisoen gaan wees.
In die Suid-Oos Vrystaat het produsente die stroop van oliesade begin afhandel. Volgens aanduidings wissel die sojabone- en sonneblomopbrengste dramaties. Produsente het ook begin om mielies te stroop. Die stroopproses word nog steeds deur die baie nat lande vertraag.
Noord-Wes Vrystaat
Produsente is besig om die sonneblom-stroopproses af te handel. Die baie nat lande vertraag die stroopproses en in sekere gebiede word die sonneblom met die hand geoes. Produsente het ook begin om mielies te stroop. Opbrengste wissel baie, maar op ‘n gemiddelde basis word ŉlaer opbrengs as die vorige jare verwag.
NOORDWES
Produsente in die NWK-bedieningsgebied is nog besig om sonneblom te stroop. Die ontydige reën en gevolglike nat toestande van die afgelope drie weke het die stroopproses baie vertraag, maar ongeveer 95% van die verwagte oes is reeds gelewer. Produsente het ook kol-kol begin om mielies te stroop en ongeveer 7% van die verwagte oes is reeds gelewer. Die opbrengste en graad van die mielies varieer baie en dit wil voorkom of die ontydige reën heelwat verkleurde pitte, wat die graad negatief beïnvloed, tot gevolg het.
In die Suidwes Landbou-bedieningsgebied het meeste produsente hul sonneblomoes klaar ingesamel alhoewel talle produsente nog besig is om sonneblom te stroop. Die mielie-oesproses het ook in hierdie gebied kol-kol begin. Produsente trek met die oesmasjiene rond om die droër gedeeltes te stroop. Die opbrengste wissel dramaties, maar produsente meld dat die swakker gedeeltes se opbrengste beter as verwag is en vice versa.
In hierdie gebied kla produsente dat die paaie dit vir hul baie moeilik maak om graan gelewer te kry.  Nuwe slaggate kom daagliks by en die paaie gaan by die uur agteruit.
GWK-besproeiingsarea
Produsente in die GWK-gebied het begin om die mielieoes in te samel. Dit was baie nat in dié besproeiingsarea en produsente sukkel met mielies wat omgeval het. Die mielie-opbrengste wissel dramaties tussen streke en sommige produsente kon nie eers hul eerste gekontrakteerde tonne lewer nie omdat die opbrengste net te laag was. Ander produsente stroop egter baie goeie opbrengste.
 
 

	

	Kunsmisprysverwagtinge vir Julie 2011

	Cornè Louw (senior ekonoom: Insette, Graan SA)

	
- Internasionale ureumpryse styg verder in Junie
-  Internasionale kaliumchloried pryse styg in Junie
Internasionale kunsmisprystendense kan met ŉ redelike akkuraatheid gebruik word om veranderings in plaaslike kunsmispryse te voorspel. Vanaf Mei 2011 tot 17 Junie 2011 is gesien dat internasionale kunsmispryse soos volg verander het (Tabel 1):
Tabel 1
Gemiddelde internasionale kunsmispryse (Dollar waarde)

 

Kunsmis
Mei 2011
17 Junie 2011
% verandering
Doller/ton
Doller/ton
%
Ammoniak (Midde-Ooste)
492
504
+ 2,3
Ureum (46) (Oos-Europa)
408
486
+ 19,1
DAP (VSA Golf)
608
618
+1,6
Kaliumchloried (CIS)
440
470
+6,9
R/$-wisselkoers
6,860
6,761
- 1,4

Tabel 2 toon die internasionale kunsmisprysbewegings in Rand-terme aan. Uit die tabel kan gesien word dat die internasionale pryse van ammoniak, ureum, DAP en Kaliumchloried met onderskeidelik 0,9%; 17,4%; 0,1% en 5,4% vanaf Mei toegeneem het. Dit is veral die skerp styging in internasionale ureumpryse wat kommer wek en plaaslike ureumpryse in Julie kan beïnvloed. Hierdie styging kom bo en behalwe die 14% wat ureumpryse verlede maand (vanaf April na Mei) op internasionale markte gestyg het. 
Tabel 2
Gemiddelde internasionale kunsmispryse (Rand waarde)
 

Kunsmis
Mei 2011
17 Junie 2011
% verandering
Rand/ton
Rand/ton
%
Ammoniak (Midde-Ooste)
3 375
3 404
+ 0,9
Ureum (46) (Oos-Europa)
2 800
3 288
+ 17,4
DAP (VSA Golf)
4 171
4 175
+ 0,1
Kaliumchloried (CIS)
3 016
3 178
+ 5,4



	Vordering met leweringstempo van mielies

	Barrett Schoeman (landbou-ekonoom: Markomgewing, Graan SA)

	 
Leweringstempo
Die onderstaande tabelle (Tabel 1, 2 en 3) toon die wit- en geelmielie lewerings vir week 1-7 van die huidige bemarkingsjaar (2011/12). Die witmielie-leweringstempo is baie agter in vergelyking met die vorige drie bemarkingsjare. Tesame met die vroeë lewerings is daar slegs 680 000 ton (10.7%) van die verwagte 6.37 miljoen ton witmielie-oes tot dusver gelewer.
Tabel 1: Witmielie lewerings vir week 1-7 (ton)
 

2008/09
2009/10
2010/11
2011/12
Vroeë lewerings (week 45-52)
267 000
145 000
125 000
66 000
Bemarkingseisoen lewerings
(week 1-7)
1 966 000
1 417 000
2 017 000
614 000
Totale lewerings
(week 1-7 + vroeë lewerings)
2 233 000
1 562 000
2 142 000
680 000
Oesskatting
7 480 000
6 775 000
7 830 000
6 370 800
Persentasie*
29.9
23.1
27.4
10.7
In die huidige bemarkingsjaar is daar slegs 21.7% van die verwagte 4.62 miljoen ton se geelmielie-oes gelewer.  Nat weersomstandighede wat die vogpersentasie van mielies verhoog het, vertraag die stroopproses. In die vorige drie bemarkingsjare was daar onderskeidelik in dieselfde tydperk reeds 37.8%, 31.6% en 33.8% van die verwagte oes gelewer.
Tabel 2: Geelmielie lewerings vir week 1-7 (ton)
 

2008/09
2009/10
2010/11
2011/12
Vroeë lewerings (week 45-52)
329 000
225 000
129 000
124 000
Bemarkingseisoen lewerings
(week 1-7)
1 644 000
1 440 000
1 555 000
881 000
Totale lewerings
(week 1-7 + vroeë lewerings)
1 973 000
1 665 000
1 684 000
1 005 000
Oesskatting
5 220 000
5 275 000
4 985 000
4 621 900
Persentasie*
37.8
31.6
33.8
21.7
Die totale mielielewerings staan op 1 495 000 ton vir die eerste 7 weke van die 2011/12 bemarkingsjaar.  Tesame met vroeë lewerings is slegs 15.3% van die verwagte 10.99 miljoen ton mielie oes is tot dusver gelewer en is die huidige jaar se lewerings ver agter in vergelyking met die vorige jare.
Tabel 3: Totale mielie lewerings vir week 1-7 (ton)
 

2008/09
2009/10
2010/11
2011/12
Vroeë lewerings (week 45-52)
596 000
370 000
254 000
190 000
Bemarkingseisoen lewerings
(week 1-7)
3 610 000
2 857 000
3 572 000
1 495 000
Totale lewerings
(week 1-7 + vroeë lewerings)
4 206 000
3 227 000
3 826 000
1 685 000
Oesskatting
12 700 000
12 050 000
12 815 000
10 992 700
Persentasie*
33.1
26.8
29.9
15.3
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· Fertiliser price expectations for July 2011 
· Progress with the delivery rate for maize 
 

Fuel price declines in the offing
Petru Fourie (agricultural economist: Inputs and Production, Grain SA)

According to the latest information from the Central Energy Fund, the petrol price may fall by 28 cents a litre on 6 July 2011, while the diesel price may fall by 6 cents a litre. Fuel price estimates depend to a large extent on the direction of movement of the crude-oil price and the exchange rate.
 
 

Survey - Impact of Sclerotinia Fungus contamination
Pietman Botha (senior agricultural research expert, Grain SA)

The Crop Estimates Committee is doing a survey on the impact of the sclerotinia fungus contamination of sunflower seed and soybeans for the current production season (2010/11).  It would be appreciated if you would complete the questionnaire you received by post from the Crop Estimates Committee and return it to the Committee as soon as possible.  The survey is supported by a number of role players in the industry and the Committee therefore undertakes to forward the results to you also at the earliest opportunity – provided there is adequate co-operation from producers.  We make an urgent appeal to all producers to forward their information to the Committee.  Without their cooperation the survey will be worthless.
For any queries call Marda Scheepers of the Directorate Agricultural Statistics, Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, at (012) 319 8033.  Fax: (012) 319 8031/5;  e-mail: MardaS@daff.gov.za 

 
Progress with harvesting of summer crops
Pietman Botha (senior agricultural research expert, Grain SA

The wetness of fields, caused by the good rains that have been falling since April (and especially in the month of June), is delaying the harvesting of grains and oil seeds.  In addition the humidity level in the atmosphere is very high, and this is delaying the drying of grain.
Much of the grain currently being harvested is still rather wet but is fortunately accepted by agricultural businesses. Some producers are delivering wet grain, which is then dried if the required facilities are available at the reception points.
MPUMALANGA
Most producers have begun harvesting maize. Yields vary dramatically, but grading problems are not foreseen at this point.
Soybean harvesting is generally completed. Soybean yields varied substantially and it would appear as though more than the normal amount of undersized kernels is being delivered.
FREE STATE
Eastern Free State
In the VKB service area, collection of the sunflower and soybean crop has been completed in most of the regions. Producers are still busy harvesting maize, and yields are very erratic.  In general it would appear as though yields will be lower than in previous seasons.
In the south-eastern Free State producers are completing the harvesting of oil seeds. Indications are that soybean and sunflower yields will vary dramatically. Producers have also begun harvesting maize. Harvesting is still being delayed by the very wet fields.
North-western Free State
Producers are completing the harvesting of sunflowers. The wetness of the fields is delaying the harvesting process and in some areas sunflowers are being harvested by hand. Producers have also begun harvesting maize. Yields vary notably, but on the average a lower yield than last year’s is expected.
NORTH WEST
Producers in the NWK service area are still harvesting sunflowers. The harvesting process was considerably delayed by the untimely rain and wet conditions of the past three weeks, but around 95% of the expected crop has been delivered. In some places producers have begun harvesting maize, and about 7% of the expected crop has been delivered. The yield and grade of the maize vary considerably and it looks as though the untimely rain has resulted in quite a number of discoloured kernels, which have a negative influence on the grade.
In the Suidwes Agriculture service area most producers have finished harvesting their sunflower crop, although many producers are still engaged in the process. In this region also maize harvesting has started in some places. Producers are moving around with their harvesters to strip the drier parts. Yields vary substantially, but some producers say that the weaker areas are delivering higher yields than expected and vice versa.
Producers in this area are complaining that the roads make it very difficult for them to deliver grain.  New potholes appear every day and the condition of the roads is deteriorating by the hour.
GWK irrigation area
Producers in the GWK area have begun harvesting maize. This irrigation area has been very wet of late and producers are having problems with maize plants that have fallen over. Maize yields vary dramatically between regions and some producers could not even deliver their contracted tonnages because yields were simply too low. Other producers however are realising very good yields.
 
Fertiliser price expectations for July 2011
Cornè Louw (senior economist: Inputs, Grain SA)

- International urea prices climb further in June
- International potassium chloride prices climb in June
International fertiliser price tendencies can be used with a fair amount of accuracy to predict changes in local fertiliser prices. From May 2011 to 17 June 2011 international fertiliser price fluctuated as follows (Table 1):
Table 1
Average international fertiliser prices (Dollar value)
 

Fertiliser
May 2011
17 June 2011
% change
Dollar/tonne
Dollar/tonne
%
Ammonia (Mid East)
492
504
+ 2,3
Urea (46) (Eastern Europe)
408
486
+ 19,1
DAP (USA Gulf)
608
618
+1,6
Potassium chloride (CIS)
440
470
+6,9
R/$ exchange rate
6,860
6,761
- 1,4

Table 2 shows the international fertiliser price movements in Rand terms. It can be seen from the table that the international prices of ammonia, urea, DAP and potassium chloride rose by 0,9%; 17,4%; 0,1% and 5,4% respectively from May onwards. The sharp rise in international urea prices in particular raises concern. It may have an effect on local urea prices in July. This rise is additional to the 14% rise in urea prices on international markets last month (from April to May). 
Table 2
Average international fertiliser prices (Rand value)
 

Fertiliser
May 2011
17 June 2011
% change
Rand/tonne
Rand/tonne
%
Ammonia (Mid East)
3 375
3 404
+ 0,9
Urea (46) (Eastern Europe)
2 800
3 288
+ 17,4
DAP (USA Gulf)
4 171
4 175
+ 0,1
Potassium chloride (CIS)
3 016
3 178
+ 5,4


 
Progress with the delivery rate for maize
Barrett Schoeman (agricultural economist: Market Environment, Grain SA)

Delivery rate
The tables below (Tables 1, 2 and 3) show the deliveries of white and yellow maize for weeks 1-7 of the current marketing year (2011/12). The delivery rate for white maize is far behind those of the previous three marketing years. Counting in early deliveries, only 680 000 tonnes (10,7%) of the expected white-maize crop of 6,37 million tonnes has been delivered thus far.
Table 1: White-maize deliveries for week 1-7 (tonnes)
 

2008/09
2009/10
2010/11
2011/12
Early deliveries (week 45-52)
267 000
145 000
125 000
66 000
Marketing season deliveries
(weeks 1-7)
1 966 000
1 417 000
2 017 000
614 000
Total deliveries (weeks 1-7 + early deliveries)
2 233 000
1 562 000
2 142 000
680 000
Crop estimate
7 480 000
6 775 000
7 830 000
6 370 800
Percentage*
29,9
23,1
27,4
10,7
For the current marketing year, only 21,7% of the expected yellow-maize crop of 4,62 million tonnes has been delivered. The increase in the moisture content of maize, caused by the wet weather, is delaying the harvesting process. During the previous three marketing years 37,8%, 31,6% and 33,8% respectively of the expected crop had already been delivered.
Table 2: Yellow-maize deliveries for week 1-7 (tonnes)
 

2008/09
2009/10
2010/11
2011/12
Early deliveries (weeks 45-52)
329 000
225 000
129 000
124 000
Marketing season deliveries
(weeks 1-7)
1 644 000
1 440 000
1 555 000
881 000
Total deliveries
(weeks 1-7 + early deliveries)
1 973 000
1 665 000
1 684 000
1 005 000
Crop estimate
5 220 000
5 275 000
4 985 000
4 621 900
Percentage*
37,8
31,6
33,8
21,7
Total maize deliveries for the first 7 weeks of the 2011/12 marketing year come to 1 495 000 tonnes.  Counting in early deliveries, only 15,3% of the expected maize crop of 10,99 million tonnes has been delivered thus far, which means that deliveries for the current year lag far behind those of previous years.
Table 3: Total maize deliveries for weeks 1-7 (tonnes)
 

2008/09
2009/10
2010/11
2011/12
Early deliveries (weeks 45-52)
596 000
370 000
254 000
190 000
Marketing season deliveries
(weeks 1-7)
3 610 000
2 857 000
3 572 000
1 495 000
Total deliveries
(weeks 1-7 + early deliveries)
4 206 000
3 227 000
3 826 000
1 685 000
Crop estimate
12 700 000
12 050 000
12 815 000
10 992 700
Percentage*
33,1
26,8
29,9
15,3


 


 


